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CONFIDENTIAL JIDDA 2553 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, FT, SA 

SUBJECT: OPENING OF U.S. CONGEN AT DJIBOUTI 

REF: STATE 72386 

1 . WE ARE DISAPPOINTED THAT CONGEN WALTER CLARKE WILL NOT 
BE ABLE TO STOP OFF IN JIDDA ON HIS WAY TO DJIBOUTI. WHEN 

WE HAD DISCUSSED THE OPENING OF OUR CONGEN IN GENERAL TERMS 
AND LATER WHEN WE INFORMED THE FOREIGN MINISTRY OF MR. 

CLARKE'S DESIGNATION, SAUDI OFFICIALS EXPRESSED INTEREST IN 
MEETING WITH HIM PRIOR TO HIS TAKING UP HIS POST. THEY ALSO 
EXPECT THE NEW SAUDI CONSUL DESIGNATE TO BE IN JIDDA IN LATE 
APRIL. 

2. IF MR. CLARKE WAS NOT ABLE TO FIT JIDDA INTO HIS SCHEDULE 
AT THIS TIME BECAUSE OF THE ONCE-A-WEEK FLIGHT SCHEDULE 
BETWEEN JIDDA AND DJIBOUTI WE SUGGEST THE POSSIBILITY OF 
MR. CLARKE'S BEING FLOWN TO DJIBOUTI FROM JIDDA ON THE 
EMBASSY C-12 AIRCRAFT. BECAUSE OF PRIOR COMMITMENTS 

ON THE AIRCRAFT, THE BEST DAY FOR THIS FROM OUR STAND- 
POINT WOULD BE APRIL 28. IF MR. CLARKE COULD ARRIVE 
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HERE APRIL 26 WE COULD ARRANGE CONSULTATION AND MEETINGS 
WITH FOREIGN MINISTRY OFFICIALS FOR APRIL 27 AND HE 
COULD BE IN DJIBOUTI BY NOON APRIL 28. WE EXPECT WE 
WOULD HAVE NO DIFFICULTY ARRANGING FLIGHT CLEARANCE 
THROUGH THE FRENCH EMBASSY HERE. 

3. WE APPRECIATE THAT MR. CLARKE’S SCHEDULING MIGHT 
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MAKE A JIDDA STOP IMPRACTICAL IN ANY CASE BUT THOUGHT 
A JIDDA STOPOVER COULD BE SUFFICIENTLY BENEFICIAL TO 
TRY ONCE MORE. 

PORTER 
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